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Number 19 – FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER – May 10, 2009 

CHURCH BULLETIN 
 

Sixty years in the service of Hungarians in Toronto 
The Hungarian Jesuits 

Readings: Acts 9.26-31; 1Jn 3.18-24; Jn 15.1-8. 

Responsorial Psalm:  “Lord, from you comes my 
praise in the great congregation”.  
 

PRAYER INTENTIONS: 
9:00  Sztanyó László születésnapjára – Kinga és Ibolya 

 +Bernád Lajosért – felesége 
 +Fuchs, +Koller, +Szekeres és +Kende szülőkért – 
Magdi és Zsuzsa 
 +Kibédi Györgyért és +Andreáért – Katona család 
 +Bartók Annáért – unokája és leánya 
 +vitéz Nyiregyházi Pálnéért – Luttor Mária 

10:30  Jaschkó atya felgyógyulásáért – KNT  
 Sinka Ilonáért – Binns, Rudmik és Sinka cs. 

  Sztanyó László születésnapjára – Nóra 
  Fülöp Károly felgyógyulásáért – családja 

 Doroghy Edit felgyógyulásáért  - leánya, Pável Marika 
  István egészségéért – édesanyja és Marika 
  +Sepa Máriáért –leányai, Erzsébet és Ilona  
  +Domok Józsefért és +szülőkért – Domok Piroska 

 +Farkas Lászlóért – Varga család 
 +szeretteikért – Farkas Julie, Terri, és Frank 
 +Hanák és +Szakáll szülőkért – fiuk és leányuk 
 +Kocsis Ilonáért – Horváth Magdi és családja 
 +feleségéért, Margitért - Feri 
 +édesanyjáért – Radocsay Mihály és családja 
 +édesanyjáért – Vaskó Margit 
 +Reviczky Ilonáért – G. Erzsi 
 +Belső és +Bek családtagokért – Ilus 
 +Kökényesi Györgyért és +Juliannáért – fiuk és cs. 
 +Juliannáért – testvére 
 +szülőkért és +Nagy Erzsébetért – Meszesán család 
 +édesanyjáért és leányáért – Padányi Karolina 
 +Nagy Etelért – férje és családja 
 +Nagy Erzsébetért – férje és családja 
 +Bródy Júliáért és +Meszesán Annáért – Bródy Lajos 
 és Mária 
 +ifj. Bécsi Mátyásért – Gorzó Piroska 

12:00  Bonnay László felgyógyulásáért – Farkas Sándor 
  +Suzan Sándorért – Vásárhelyi Péter és Krisztina 

 +Farkas Lászlóért – Jeney család 
 +Nagy Sándor és +Konrád Teréz elhunyt és élő 
családtagjaiért – Forrai család 

Monday, May 11;  
7.30  (1) for the recovery of Erika and Ron 
 (2) for +Theresa de Vietoris – daughter and family 
 (3) for +Péter - mother 

Tuesday, May 12;  
7.30   for fatherʼs intentions 
19.00 for our cursillo movement 
Wednesday, May 13;  
7.30 for fatherʼs intentions 
19.00 for +Lajos Margit – Marika Kánitsch  
Thursday, May 14;  
7.30 for the successful surgery of Feri Lajos 
Friday, May 15;  
7.30 for fatherʼs intention 
19.00 for the Pax Romana movement  
Saturday, May 16;  
7.30 for fatherʼs intention 
 

 

FUNERAL: Bencsik Etel Georgina (65) 

 

 

Because We Keep His Commandments 
(May 10, 2009) 

First of all, Happy Mother's Day! We`re offering Mass for all 
of our moms - those, who have gone before the Lord and for 
moms who are alive, who continue in this earthly battle. And 
of course we want to pray especially for the moms in our 
congregation today.  
Mother's Day is a good moment to address a difficult issue: 
the decline in reverence for motherhood - and fatherhood. In 
the last half century, the ideal of maternity and paternity has 
diminished - and we are suffering the consequences.  
A United Nationsʼ chart on "Population by age in advanced 
countries" illustrates the decline in reverence for 
motherhood and fatherhood. The graph has two lines: one 
for children younger than 4 and the other for seniors older 
than 65. In 1950 there were more children under four than 
seniors: Ten small children for every seven seniors. That's a 
good proportion. Nothing against old people, but a healthy, 
dynamic society should have more children than elderly. 
That was the case in 1950. Well, fifteen years later the lines 
crossed - and the elderly started outnumbering children. 
Today the proportion is disturbing: sixteen seniors for every 
five small children. Within a few decades the proportion will 
be thirty-one to three. In other words, ten times as many 
people over sixty-five as children under four.  



What do all these numbers mean? It boils down to this: we 
are not having enough children. Since most of us were 
brought up with vague fears about overpopulation, this might 
come as a surprise. But it is the truth: we need more 
children. Our current economic problems - and many other 
problems as well - are rooted in the absence of children.  
All of us know about the economic meltdown that came 
upon us last year. In explaining why this happened, many 
economists have pointed to demographics: our relative lack 
of children and young people. Perhaps you remember that 
when President Obama presented the stimulus package, he 
said that the government needed to spend a trillion dollars 
($1,000,000,000,000) to create an "aggregate demand" for 
goods and services – and thus create new jobs. But, if we 
had with us the forty million children killed by abortion, our 
government would not have to step in to create an aggreg-
ate demand. Those children would have done the job nicely.  
For those who want to know more about the lack of children 
and economic decline, I am making available an article by 
Dr. David P. Goldman titled "Demographics and Depress-
ion." Goldman explains why the bottom fell out of the 
housing market: In recent decades the number of housing 
units with three or more bedrooms has doubled. Meanwhile, 
the number of two-parent families with children stayed the 
same. At some point the housing market had to crash. We 
don't have enough families for all the homes we built.* 
Families are good for the economy - especially two-parent 
families with several children. Now, I am not saying that the 
main reason we should promote families is so we can have 
a strong economy.** No, the family is the basic good and the 
economy exists to support the family. Still, God has ordered 
things so that if we honour parenthood, other goods will 
come our way naturally. But when we dishonour parenthood 
- and stop having children - bad consequences follow.  
I take part of the blame. Not for being a celibate. Priestly 
celibacy is about spiritual fatherhood, which is much 
needed. What I do take some blame for is being part of a 
generation that devalued motherhood and fatherhood. In 
1950 I was four-years-old - first wave of the Baby Boomers. 
We benefited from a family-friendly society - and yet, on a 
whole, we did not value family. We cherished other things 
more than children. We did not honour paternity and 
maternity. Instead we embraced contraception and abortion 
- and now we are suffering the consequences.  
Disobeying God brings negative results; obeying him brings 
blessings. St. John states it very simply: "Because we keep 
his commandments," he says, we "receive from him 
whatever we ask." If we keep God's commandments, things 
fall into its proper place - including the economy. And one of 
the commandments says, "Honour your father and mother." 
For children that means obeying their parents. When we are 
adults we continue to honour our parents and care for them 
when they grow weak. And when they die, we honour our 
parents by praying for them.  
St. John makes it clear that we are not talking about a guilt 
trip. "God is greater than our hearts," he says. God doesn't 
want us to get bogged down in useless guilt. He wants us to 
do something positive. Today, on Mother's Day, he wants us 
to honour our mothers - and fathers. That might involve 

forgiveness, but also gratitude. That gratitude and love 
extends to all those who have embraced the task of 
parenthood.*** As Dr. Goldman says, "children are our 
wealth." For most people, their child is their greatest 
treasure, but even from an economic point of view - children 
are our wealth.  
Let me sum up: Our society today is suffering 
consequences - including economic consequences - 
because we have strayed from the commandments. By 
dishonouring motherhood and fatherhood, we have dug 
ourselves into a pit. But, with God's help, we can get 
out. It is not too late to return to sanity, to keep the 
commandments. On Mother's Day, we recognize one of 
the most important commandments: Honour your father 
and your mother.  
*Americaʼs population has risen from 200 million to 300 
million since 1970, while the total number of two-parent 
families with children is the same today as it was when 
Richard Nixon took office, at 25 million. In 1973, the United 
States had 36 million housing units with three or more 
bedrooms, not many more than the number of two-parent 
families with children—which means that the supply of 
family homes was roughly in line with the number of 
families. By 2005, the number of housing units with three or 
more bedrooms had doubled to 72 million, though America 
had the same number of two-parent families with children.  
The number of two-parent families with children, the kind of 
household that requires and can afford a large home, has 
remained essentially stagnant since 1963, according to the 
Census Bureau. Between 1963 and 2005, to be sure, the 
total number of what the Census Bureau categorizes as 
families grew from 47 million to 77 million. But most of the 
increase is due to families without children, including what 
are sometimes rather strangely called “one-person families.”  
** Life is sacred for its own sake. It is not an instrument to 
provide us with fatter IRAs or better real-estate values. But it 
is fair to point out that wealth depends ultimately on the 
natural order of human life. Failing to rear a new generation 
in sufficient numbers to replace the present one violates that 
order, and it has consequences for wealth, among many 
other things. Americans who rejected the mild yoke of family 
responsibility in pursuit of atavistic enjoyment will find at last 
that this is not to be theirs, either. 
***This would tie in well with the Gospel. In it Jesus tells us 
that he is the vine and we are the branches. To me one of 
the most beautiful images of that intimate relationship is a 
mother with an unborn child in her womb. Of course, our 
relationship with Jesus is even more intimate than that. He 
made us, he sustains us, he pardons us and heals us. As 
we will see next week, our relationship with Jesus is not just 
spiritual, but material. And he wants us to bear fruit. The 
greatest fruits are children that we form for eternal life.  
 

♣  Celebrate life at the National March for Life on 
Thursday May 14, gathering on Parliament Hill starting at 
noon. Join pro-life people from across Canada as we 
assemble to proclaim that all human life is sacred. For more 
information call Campaign Life Coalition, 613-729-0379, or 
visit www.marchforlife.ca 


