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No. 49 – 2nd Sunday of Advent – December 6. 

CHURCH BULLETIN 
 

Sixty years in the service of Hungarians in Toronto 
 The Hungarian Jesuits 

Readings: Bar 5.1-9; Phil 1.3-6,8-11; Lk 3.1-6;  
 

Responsorial Psalm: “The Lord has done great 

things for us; we are filled with joy.”   
 

PRAYER INTENTIONS: 
 

9:00  hálából Szűzanya tiszteletére – Katona cs.  
 +Baka Ferencért és +Horváth Emíliáért – 
Barbolyás Erzsébet 
 +édesanyjáért és +Mariannért – Kristóf 
Julianna 
 +Kocsis és +Lecsek szülőkért és +Lecsek 
Árpádért – Kocsis család 

10:30  az egyházközségért 
   KNT tagokért 

 Lengyel Ferenc felgyógyulásáért  
 Imre felgyógyulásáért 
 +Magyar Gyuláért - felesége 
 +szeretteiért – Erzsébet és Ilona 

 +Jánosért és +Irénért – gyermekeik és unokáik 
 +Kolumba nővérért - Piri 

 +Soós Jánosért és a család többi elhunytjáért  
 for +Hilde Seltenreich – Reizer family 
 for +Michael and +Teresa Keller - family 
 for +Mátyás and +Anna Reizer - family 
 +Kiss -Tóth Erzsébetért – férje és fia 
 +Jerzsa Regináért – Rencsi Mária 
 +Rencsi Istvánért - családja 
 +Kovács Lászlóért és +Farkas Lászlóért – 
Radocsay család 
 +Stadler Mihályért – családja 
 +Alajos Istvánért és +Máriáért – Anna 
 +feleségéért, Margitért – Feri 
 +Filipovits szülőkért  és +testvérekért  
 

12:00  édesanya felgyógyulásáért – Cecília 

 

Monday (7); St. Ambrose 
7.30  (1) for +Gilbert and +Julie Tellis 
 (2) in thanksgiving for Wendy Chin Chuk 
8.00 for +dr. Péter and +Mária Székely –  

Sándor Margit 

7 p.m. +Géza Bán funeral mass 
 

Tuesday (8); Immaculate Conception  
7.30  special intention for Patrick - Joanna 
8.00 for +Mária Rajnyák 
7 p.m. for our Cursillo movement 
  

Wednesday (9); Saint Juan Diego 
7.30 for +Young Ho Kwon 
8.00 for Paul – Etelka  

7 p.m. for the elderly 
 

Thursday (10);  
7.30 for fathers’ intention 
8.00 for fathers’ intention 
 

Friday (11); Damasus I., pope 
7.30  for our deceased Jesuits 
8.00  for our deceased Jesuits 
 

Saturday (12); Our Lady of Guadalupe 
7.30 for fathers’ intention 
8.00 for fathers’ intention 

 
 

Funeral:  Esteban Kozdera (85) 
 

 

Announcement 
 

The Photo Album of our Parish arrived last week.  
Please contact our fathers to pick up your free copy, if 
you participated in the project, otherwise you can 
purchase one for $ 20.00. 

 

The Affection of Christ Jesus 
 

Fr. Phil Bloom 

Many of you have read The Screwtape Letters. 

C. S. Lewis wrote them from the point of view 

of an experienced demon named Screwtape 

who advises his nephew on how to bring a 
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young man to ruin by a series of temptations. 

It seems likes the tempters have all the 

advantages because they offer things humans 

want: sex without commitment, easy money, 

superiority over others, escape from duties, 

payback, and other things - all bald lies, but 

very appealing. The devil appears to have the 

winning side, but at a certain point, Screwtape 

admits to his nephew that their enemy (God) is 

not be underestimated. Almost in 

exasperation, Screwtape says:  

"We must never forget what is the most 

repellent and inexplicable trait in our enemy; 

He really loves the hairless bipeds."  

When you come right down to it, that is what 

God ultimately offers us. He really loves us 

confused, prideful creatures - us "hairless 

bipeds," as C. S. Lewis expresses it. God's love 

is amazing when you think about it. Yet, in 

today's second reading, St. Paul speaks plainly 

about the "affection of Christ Jesus." Now, 

there is a powerful phrase: the affection of 

Christ Jesus.  

I think you know what affection means. God 

has arranged things in such a way that almost 

every person has some experience of strong 

affection: a young man so deeply in love with a 

girl that he thinks about her day and night; a 

parent who would sacrifice anything for their 

child; even the feeling we have toward our 

pets. The last example might seem amusing, 

but in relation to God, the proportion is 

something like that of an owner to their pet - 

except that the gap is unspeakably greater. 

But the affection is real. St. Paul tells us about 

the affection of Christ Jesus.  

We sometimes talk about God's unconditional 

love. What that phrase means is that by his 

very nature God loves us. And his nature 

cannot change. His love is unconditional 

because, of all beings, he is without 

conditions.* However, unconditional love does 

not mean that he is content to leave us as we 

are - or let us do anything we please, like 

some overindulgent grandparent. It would be a 

pretty meager love if God did not expect 

something of us. St. Paul tells us that God 

wants us to be "pure and blameless." Are you 

pure and without blame? I know I am not. But 

God wants you and me to become pure and 

blameless.  

In the Gospel, St. John proclaims a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sin. We 

cannot experience the love of God, the 

affection of Jesus Christ, unless we recognize 

our sins. To come into God's presence requires 

cleansing. Allow me to use a comparison, 

which perhaps is overly simple. I have a dog 

for whom I feel a great affection. He does 

almost everything I ask him and requires very 

little persuasion. There is, however, one thing 

which he hates and fears: a bath. If he realizes 

I am leading him to a bucket of soapy water 

and a hose, he digs in his paws and becomes 

immovable. I pet him, I speak to him nicely, I 

offer him a treat - all to no avail. Finally, I 

have to drag him to the dreaded water. Once I 

begin scrubbing, he seems to resign himself to 

the ordeal. And when the bath is over, he runs 

and shakes himself for pure joy. So far he has 

never run away.  

You and I might have similar feelings toward 

the cleansing God wishes to give us in the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation - which is a kind 

second baptism. How difficult to acknowledge 

our sin before God and another human being! 

We might think, "I am clean enough." But God 

does not see it that way. He wants us to be 

pure and blameless.  

Just to sum up: God's unconditional love - 

made evident in Jesus - does not mean 

indulgence. He is not a dottering grandfather, 

who just likes to "watch the kids have a good 

time." No, he is a loving Father with high 

expectations for his children - that we become 

pure and blameless. He invites us today to 

turn away from sin and allow him to cleanse 

us. Such is the affection of Christ Jesus.  

******** 
* The sun drastically conditions the earth while the 

earth only minutely conditions the sun. The ration is 

greater than 99:1. In the case of God to the created 

universe the ration is 100:0. He conditions us 100%; 

we condition him 0%. We have taken our being from 

Him; we can add nothing back. Yet to us and the 

angels, God has placed something else in the 

equation - genuine free will. 


