Saint Elizabeth of Hungary Roman Catholic Church
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Founded in 1928

1949 — 2009

Readings: Zeph 3,14-18; Phil 4,4-7; Lk 3,10-18;

Responsorial Psalm: “Shout aloud and sing for joy:
great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.”

PRAYER INTENTIONS:

9:00 = +Frank Juhaszert — felesége és csaladja

& +Emma ndvéréeért — Kristof Julianna

& +Gara Ferencért — csaladja

& +TOth Emmaért és +Gézaért — Marika Shah

& +Takacs Juliannaért és +Kertész Mariaért -
csaladjuk

# KFT tagokért

3 Sztanyo Marika és LaszI6 54. hazassagi
évforduldjara - halabol

¥ Szlizanyanak, haldbdl — Janos és Magdi

3 Kokényesi Julia felgydgyulaséaért — Simonka
Méria és csoportja

& +édesanyjaért - Erzsi

& +édesanyjaért, Luciaért - Agnes

& +Farkas Jozsef atyaért — Agnes és csaladja
& +Dosztan Janoseért — csaladja

& +Gaspar atyaert és +Gaspar Mariaert

& +Jerzsa szuldkeért — fiuk és csaladja

& +Jerzsa Reginaért — férje és csaladja

=& +Stefani Bélaert — felesége, Anna

& +szildkert — Konczné

& +Jerzsa Reginaért — Kocsis Magda

& +édesanyaért - Erzsébet

3 az egyhazkozségert

¥ csaladért — Cecilia

& +Jagodits Juliannaért — csalad

& +Urszényi Gaborért — Jagodits csalad

Monday (14); St. John of the Cross

7.30 fathers’ intention

8.00 atyak szdndékara

7 p.m. a KNT csoportokért

Tuesday (15);

7.30 special intention for Honorada

8.00 +Szepesi Margitért — leanya és csaladja

10:30

12:00

Office hours: Tuesday to Friday 9 to 3 (Monday closed)
Masses: Monday to Saturday at 7.30 AM in English, at 8.00 in Hungarian,
Sunday’s at 9 and 10.30 in Hungarian, at 12 o’clock both in English and Hungarian

rosfalvy (associate pastor) — retired: Balazs Jasch k6
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Sixty years in the service of Hungarians in Toronto
The Hungarian Jesuits

Wednesday (16);

7.30 for fathers’ intention
8.00 Palért - Etelka

7 p.m. for our Hungarian Youth

Thursday (17);

7.30 for fathers’ intention

8.00 atyak szandékara

Friday (18);

7.30 for the conversion of the unbelieving

8.00 a hitetlenek megtéréséért

Saturday (19);
7.30 for the repentance of the sinful
8.00 +Zelena Jozsefért — Gaputis csalad

Csik Lola
Ban Géza, Farsang Karoly (68)

Baptism:
Funeral :

Announcement

“+The Photo Album of our Parish arrived two weeks
ago. Please contact our fathers to pick up your copy.

«*Toronto's Catholic Schools Welcome New
Students Toronto's Catholic schools invite you to
register your children for the 2010-2011 school year.
Registration begins in January 2010 for Kindergarten
and French Immersion at all Catholic elementary
schools throughout the City of Toronto. For the
convenience of families, most schools are open for
registration on Wednesday, January 13" from 7:00 to
9:00 p.m. Please note that some TCDSB schools will
be designated as sites for the full-day Early Learning
Program announced recently by the Province of
Ontario. Once those sites are confirmed, the
community will be informed. For more information,
please contact the Catholic school nearest you or
416-222-8282, extension 5314 or visit the Board's
website at www.tcdsb.org.




«+A Special Gift for married family, friends or yourself
this Christmas might be an inspiring, peaceful weekend
at Queen of Apostles Renewal Centre. The Centre offers
privacy, comfort, excellent cuisine and a program that
will enrich a marriage relationship. The next marriage
enrichment program will be Jan 15-17", 2010. For
information telephone: 905-278-8879; 416-694-1742, or
register at Queen of Apostles: 905-278-5229.

What then Must We Do?

Fr. Munachi E. Ezeogu, cssp

Two men, Charlie and Roger, got together and
opened a butcher shop. The business did quite well
and they prospered. One day a preacher came to
town, and Charlie gave his life to Christ. He tried to
persuade Roger to accept Christ also, but to no avail.
"Why won't you, Roger?" asked the newly baptized
Charlie. "Listen, Charlie," Roger said. "If | get religion
too, who's going to weigh the meat?"

Roger has this going for him, that he understands that
believing in Christ implies a radical change in personal
and professional behavior. Many people who identify
themselves as Christians do not seem to get it.
According to a Gallup poll conducted in 1987 in the
USA, there is little difference in moral behavior
between people who go to church and people who
don't. There is as much pilfering and dishonesty
among church members as among non-members.
There seems to be a widespread misconception
among Christians that we can add Christ to our lives
without subtracting sin. Accepting Jesus as one's
personal Lord and Savior is seen as a matter of
changing one's belief and not much to do with
changing one's behavior. How many times have you
heard street preachers say, "Only believe, and you will
be saved?"

In today's gospel we have the rare opportunity of
listening to the preaching of John the Baptizer. "So,
with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the
good news to the people " (Luke 3:18). John's
preaching of the good news has two principal
components: (a) the invitation to live a Godly life, and
(b) the invitation to believe in Jesus the Messiah.

The Invitation to Live a Godly Life

This appears to be the emphasis in John's preaching.
Various groups of people who heard John preach
responded by asking, "What then should we do? "
(Luke 3:10, 12, 14). To the crowds or the masses his
answer was: "Whoever has two coats must share
with anyone who has none; and whoever has food
must do likewise " (verse 11). Accepting the gospel
demands a change in one's personal conduct. One
becomes a person who loves to share, rather than a
person who loves to accumulate.

To the tax collectors John answered: "Collect no
more than the amount prescribed for you " (verse
13). And to the soldiers he answered: "Do not extort
money from anyone by threats or false
accusation, and be satisfied with your wages
(verse 14). To them he enjoined honesty and fairness
in their business dealings and professional conduct.
The gospel is a leaven that affects every aspect of our
personal, business and social life. To repent is to turn
from evil and do good. "Only believe, and you will be
saved" is at best a half-truth.

n

The Invitation to Believe in Jesus the Messiah

To accept the gospel, however, does not mean simply
to strive to be a good person. It means above all to be
a person of faith, a person who believes in Jesus as
the Messiah, the Son of God. The people to whom
John preached were beginning to mistake him for the
Messiah. If they did so, they would be mistaken in
their belief, their zeal and goodwill notwithstanding. It
is possible for a believer to be full of goodwill and zeal
for the Lord, to be blameless in both personal and
professional behavior, yet be in error in his or her
beliefs. An essential part of imparting the good news
is to point out possible errors in belief and help the
believer to move from an imperfect and naive to a
more perfect and mature knowledge of the doctrine of
Christ. This is what John the Baptizer did.

The tendency among us Christians today is to
emphasize the belief aspect at the expense of moral
behavior. For John, however, change of behavior
came first, before change of belief. The synthesis of
John's preaching was, "the kingdom of God has
come near; repent, and believe in the good news
(Mark 1:15). For him repentance, turning away from
selfishness to a Godly behavior, precedes and
accompanies belief.

As we prepare to celebrate the coming of God to His
people in the birth of Jesus, let us call to mind that the
basic problem with Christian faith today is that we
profess to believe but do not match it with practical
behavior. This self-contradiction constitutes a
stumbling block for would-be believers, who are often
attracted by the person and teachings of Christ but
are turned away by the behavior of those who claim to
be his followers. John prepared his people for the
coming of Jesus by challenging them to mend their
ways and believe his message. We cannot do better
than that. The best preparation we can make for the
birth of the Lord is to repent and guide our behavior by
the selfless teachings of the gospel. This is what is
needed today to make our faith perfect so that we can
stand with heads raised high in joy at the coming of
our Lord, Jesus Christ.



