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No. 20 – ASCENSION of THE LORD – May 16, 2010 

CHURCH BULLETIN 
 

Twenty five years on Sheppard – Where to now? 
 

 
Readings:  Acts 1.1-11  Eph 1.17-23  

 Lk 24.46-53 
 

Responsorial Psalm: “God has gone up with a 
shout, the Lord, with the sound of a trumpet.” 
 

PRAYER INTENTIONS: 
9:00   +Bernád Lajosért - felesége 

 +Derényi Jenőért és +Erzsébetért  - család 
10:30  Kenéz Mihály felgyógyulásáért – Horváth 

Zoltán és családja 
 +Elizabeth Hermann- ért – Házasok Klubja 
 +Mészáros Ferencért - unokái 
 +rokonokért – Farkas Sándor és Teréz 
 +Lengyel Ferencért – testvére 
 +Domok Józsefért és +szülőkért - Piroska 
 +Bonnay Lászlóért - felesége 
 +Kovács Sándorért – felesége és gyermekei 
 +Tóth Antalért - felesége 
 +Filó Erzsébetért – testvére, Margit 
 +Janetta D’Eclesis- ért - családja 
 +Irénért és +Istvánért – Engyel család 
 +id. és +ifj. Bródy Györgyért - családja 
 +Zydron Lászlóért – Áldoztató és Olvasó 
Csoport és Koszonits család 
 +Töröcsik Máriáért – Holzmann család 
 +Pató Erzsébetért – Kovács István & Júlia  
és Gál Béla & Eszter 
 +Ábrahám Ilonáért és +Nagy-Kovács Máriáért 
– Ábrahám Gizella  
 +Bauer Józsefért – Fotyi család 
 +Huszár Nándorért (Montreal) – családja 
 +Borbély Károlyért – felesége és családja 

12:00  Katalinért, születésnapjára - szülei 
 +Csölle Pálért - családja 
 for +Brigid Maguire 
 +Dudás Károlyért – barátja, Ferth János 
 

Monday (17);  
7.30  for +Josephine Theresa Jeganathan 

Tuesday (18); Pope St. John I. 
7.30  (1) for +Behon and +Juretic parents 

        
(2) for +parents – Sándor Margit and grandchildren  
(3) in veneration of the Blessed Virgin – Csányi Margit 

Wednesday (19);  
7.30   for +grandparents – Sándor Margit 
12:00 for +László Bonnay - wife 
7 p.m. for the recovery of Father Jaschkó 

Thursday (20); St. Bernardine of Siena 
7:30 for the recovery of Father Jaschkó  

Friday (21); St. Christopher Magallanes 
7:30 for Etelka and Paul 

Saturday (22); St. Rita of Cascia 
7:30 for the conversion of atheists and non believers 
 

 

Baptism: Sophia Rotariu  
 

Funeral: Mária Töröcsik (85) 

 
 

 

Announcements 
 TODAY: First Communion at the 12 o’clock Mass.  

 TODAY:  there will be a special collection, a request 
for funds which are passed on to the Holy Father to 
allocate to charities, including aid to victims of war, 
famine and natural disasters. In the name of Catholics 
everywhere, he displays Christ's love and compassion 
for those who suffer. 

 To make the reception of communion easier, we 

recommend, for those who have difficulties walking, to 
sit in the first pews. The Eucharistic minister will come 
and serve them communion where they sit, if they let 
him/her know. 

 As you already know, the group for visiting of the sick 
started to work again in our parish.  Please let the church 
office know, in person or through someone else, if you need 
a pastoral visit. 

 When someone dies, the mourning relatives and friends 

need extra pastoral help and community support.  
Please let us know if this may be the case. 

 “Solidarity with poor countries that are in the process of 
development can point towards a solution of the current 

global crisis” – Pope Benedict XVI, Caritas in Veritate, 
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2009.  Development and Peace is the international 
solidarity organization of the Canadian Catholic Church. 
Help us respond to the call to change the world through 
Love in Truth! Interested in becoming a D&P rep for your 

parish? Please Attend the Parish Rep info session: Sat. 
May 29

th
  9:30am-12:30pm, St. Dominic’s Parish, 

Mississauga Free lunch to follow. Contact Luke Stocking 
416-922-1592 x225 luke.stocking@devp.org to register. 
 

 

Disappear vs. Leave 
Fr. Phil Bloom 

Bottom line: Although Jesus has disappeared from our sight, he 

did not leave us. And he tells us, "You will be my witnesses."  

Today we celebrate the Ascension of the Lord. Our first 

reading gives a clue to the meaning of this mystery. You will notice 

that St. Luke does not speak about Jesus "going away," but that 

"a cloud took him from their sight." There is a difference between 

"leaving" and "disappearing." When someone leaves, it suggests 

separation, even finality. When a person disappears from sight, he 

might still be very close - in another room. Or even closer. Have 

you never had the experience of thinking that someone has 

disappeared, but then realized he is standing right next to you? 

The fact that the disciples no longer see Jesus does not mean 

that he has gone from them.  

At the beginning of the twenty-first century, we are in a 

better position to understand how someone can disappear from 

sight - and still be very close. We have movies like "The Matrix" 

that involve a separate dimension of reality - one unseen by the 

other. And scientists are now speaking about the possibility of 

parallel universes or "multiverses." All this should not sound 

strange to us. As Christians we have always known that a parallel 

realm exists, that it has an effect on our everyday reality and that 

we can interact with it.  

Jesus wants us to know about this other dimension - and 

he wants something else. He wants us to witness to it. You will 

notice that the word "witness" comes up in both the first reading 

and the Gospel. Pope Paul VI said, "The world needs witnesses 

more than it needs teachers." You know, it is relatively easy to be 

a teacher. Most people are eager to share their knowledge - and 

especially their opinions. It is much harder to be a witness: To tell 

others what one has experienced. That can be risky and 

demanding. Two people can live under the same roof and never 

share their deepest experiences.*  

What are the experiences Jesus wants us to share - to 

witness to others? It could be a lot of things, but today's Gospel 

gives us the starting point: "Repentance, for the forgiveness of 

sins."  

Let me tell you about a man who gave a powerful witness 

to repentance and forgiveness. He was a slave trader, with little 

religious feeling. Or to be more accurate, whatever religious 

sentiment he had, he numbed with alcohol. Once when he piloted 

a slave ship across the Atlantic, a violent storm broke out. 

Something caused him to cry, "Jesus, have mercy on us." When 

the storm subsided, he reflected on what happened - and he gave 

up the slave trade. The captain was John Newton. You can see 

his name in our parish hymnal; he wrote a song that begins with 

these words, "Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a 

wretch like me..."  

Now, you and I may not have had such a dramatic 

experience as John Newton. We haven't enslaved others for 

personal gain. Or have we? We have not bought and sold other 

human beings, but at times we have not treated someone as a 

person, but as an object, an instrument of selfish desires.**  

We have sinned, but - like John Newton - we can repent 

and beg forgiveness. We can open ourselves to the "amazing 

grace" that lets us make a fresh start. And like Newton, we can 

witness to what Jesus has done for us.  

Each person here has a story - an experience of Jesus' 

amazing grace. That story has enormous power. Sometimes we 

complain about our bishops and other spiritual leaders, that they 

need to do more. Fair enough, but we also need to ask what we 

are doing. Are you and I witnessing to our faith?  

As the school year comes to an end, we are also 

wrapping up our religious education programs. We look forward to 

a bit more time with family and friends. And hopefully, some 

recreation. Will we also be witnesses - to forgiveness, to hope, to 

a new beginning? Will we show that we believe in the new 

dimension Jesus has opened for us - by prayer, by making 

Sunday Mass our priority? Those are the things our children will 

remember more than any lecture. They might forget your words of 

wisdom, but they will remember your witness. They will remember 

your reverence, your prayer, your practice.***  

Jesus has ascended into heaven and he wants us to be 

his witnesses. Like the apostles, we start in Jerusalem, that is, 

right where we find ourselves. In gentle ways we can witness to 

Jesus' power, to how he gives forgiveness - a second chance. 

Although Jesus has disappeared from our sight, he did not leave 

us. And he tells us, "You will be my witnesses."  
 

********** 

 

*   We have a special challenge today. Even when 
describing a personal experience, people tend to fall into 
the irritating habit of using the second personal pronoun 
("you"). Recounting some personal struggle (grief, 
addiction, etc.) they make it sound like a lecture: "Well, you 
start doing crazy things. Then you just come to a point 
where you realize you're not getting anywhere. You face 
what's happening and you move on..."  
 
** Pornography is a clear example, but in other ways we 
treat people as objects. When I examine my conscience at 
the end of the day, I reflect on how I have treated people: 
Did I see the other person as an object (that is, someone I 
could get something from or a nuisance, who I wanted to 
get away from) or did I see the other person as a fellow 
human with an eternal destiny?  
 
*** A good example of this is Cardinal Newman. He was 
one of the greatest intellectuals in Church history, but he 
recognized that souls are ultimately not won by arguments 
and programs, but by credible witnesses. The truth of the 
Gospel, he said, "has been upheld in the world not as a 
system, not by books, not by argument, nor by temporal 
power, but by the personal influence of such men…, who 
are at once the teachers and the patterns of it." 


