Saint Elizabeth of Hungary Roman Catholic Church
432 Sheppard Ave. East, Toronto, Ont. M2N 3B7 - Tel: 416-225-3300x21 Fax: 416-225-3814
E-mail: : szte.iroda@gmail.com - szte.plebanos@gmail.com - Web page: szenterzsebet.org

Office hours: Tuesday to Friday 9 to 3 (Monday closed)
Masses: Monday to Saturday at 7.30 AM in English
Sunday’s at 9 and 10.30 in Hungarian, at 12 o’clock English and Hungarian (bilingual)

Founded in 1928

1985 - 2010

Readings: Zech 12,10-11 [ Gal 3,26-29
Lk 9,18-24

Responsorial Psalm: “My soul thirsts for you,
O Lord my God.”

PRAYER INTENTIONS:
9:00 w=m +Herczeg Péterért — fia és csaladja
& +Malics Istvanért — felesége és csaladja
& +Rosta Ferencért és Krisztinaért — Istvan és
csaladja
& +KObli csaladért — Marika
& +Por Annéért — Por Jend és csaladja
& +Ben deBorért — baratja, Por Jend
- +Szentgyorgyi és Molnar szilékért — Molnar
Gyula és fia
10:30 3 az egyhazkodzségeért
¥ a Hazasok Klubjaért
¥ Fr. Jaschko felgyogyulasara - Hazasok Klubja
¥ Kanyar Olgéért — Szendi csalad
& +Borcsok, Kanyo és Marosi csaladtagokért
= +Szendi és Szervo csaladtagokért
& +Amon Ferencért — felesége
= +Palatics Olgaért — férje és csaladja
- +testvérekért — Farkas Sandor és Teréz
&% +Bartha Janosnéért — lednya, R6zsa és
csaladja
- +szUl6kért és nagyszulékért — Inokai csalad
& +Dedk Annéért — testvére és csaladja
-, +Szele LaszI6ért — 6zvegye és csaladja
= +Brodi Jozsefért — felesége, Julia és csaladja
12:00 3 apuért - Pistike
¥ szuldkért — Ferth Janos
=& for the repose of the soul of Victor de Vietoris
— daughter and family
& for +Imre Koroknay — family
- +Pap Gabor emlékére - Katd
=& +Gecse Ferencért - csaladja
& +E|l4ért — huga, Erzsi
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CHURCH BULLETIN

Twenty five years on Sheppard — Where to now?

Monday (21) St. Aloysius Gonzaga

7.30 for the deceased Behon and Horvéath parents —
their families

Tuesday (22) St. Paulinus of Nola

7.30 for the deceased members of Pinto family

Wednesday (23)

7.30 for the recovery of Erika and Ronald
for Maria, special intentions - Joanna

12.00 Fulép atya szlletésnapjara - Piri

7 PM for Etelka and Paul

Thursday (24) Nativity of St. John the Baptist

7:30  for Fr. Sajgd, on the ocassion of his 36"
anniversary of ordination — Pat & Kitty Quish

Friday (25)

7:30 for the recovery of Erika and Ronald

Saturday (26) Our Lady’'s Saturday

7:30 for +Alexander Gati — his wife and family

10:00 +Bezdanyi Erzsébet temetési miséje

Baptism : Francesco Mete
Funeral : Brddi Lajos (84)

Announcements

«+Toady is our LAST 12 O'CLOCK MASS until
September 11.

«*Northmount School ( 26 Mallard Road, near 401/Don
Valley Pkwy) is having a Family Day on Saturday, June
26”‘, 11AM - 3 PM. Kids activities, face painting, coffee
house with live music, BBQ. Free admission, all are
welcome.

++To make the reception of Holy Communion easier, we
recommend, for those who have difficulties walking, to
sit in the first pews. The Eucharistic minister will come
and serve them where they sit, if they let him/her know.



“ When someone dies, the mourning relatives and
friends need extra pastoral help and community
support . Please let us know, if this is the case for you
or someone around you.

% As you already know, the group of those caring for
the sick started to work again in our parish. Please let
the church office know if you need a pastoral visit.

Our God-Given Names

Fr. Munachi E. Ezeogu, cssp

“Among those born of women no one is greater
than John " (Luke 7:28). These words which our Lord
said about John the Baptist are probably behind the
solemn feast of the birthday of John the Baptist which
we celebrate today. As a rule, the church celebrates
the feast of a saint once a year, on the anniversary of
the saint's death. In the case of John the Baptist we
celebrate his death as well as his birth. John is the
only saint after Christ whose birth we celebrate with a
solemn feast. This is the church’s way of saying with
Jesus that “among those born of women no one is
greater than John.”

The gospel story of the birth of John focuses on the
naming ceremony. Why does the gospel show such
an interest in the naming of the child? We tend to ask
Juliet's famous question to Romeo in Shakespeare’'s
Romeo and Juliet, “What’s in a name? that which we
call a rose/ By any other name would smell as sweet.”
But not everybody would agree with this view. In
biblical times, and still today in many African cultures,
personal names function the way business names do,
that is, they aim to convey what the bearer of the
name stands for. When Simon shows that he could be
relied on as a leader of the apostles, he gets the
name “Rock.” When the sons of Zebedee, James and
John, petition Jesus to call down lightning from
heaven to burn up the inhabitants of a Samaritan
village who do not welcome Jesus, they get a new
name “Sons of Thunder.” Names reveal an essential
character or destiny of the bearer.

The name John means “God is gracious.” His birth
signals the beginning of a new era in God-human
relationship, an era to be characterized by grace and
not by law. God himself gave John that name and it
was revealed to his father Zachary in a vision (Luke
1:13). That this name was given to the child already
before his birth shows that God has a purpose and
plan for the child. The words of Isaiah in the first
reading apply equally to John: “The LORD called me
before | was born, while I was in my mother's

womb he named me. ... he formed me in the

womb to be his servant (Isaiah 49:1, 5). In the birth
of John we see that the existential philosopher Jean
Paul Sartre was wrong when he said that people
come into the world without a purpose, and that it is
by exercising their freedom that they create a purpose

for their lives. In John we see that God already has a
purpose for His children before they come into this
world, and so the challenge of life is for them to
discover this purpose and to be faithful to its
demands.

The purpose for which God created you may require
that you walk to a different drumbeat than other
people. For John it required that he live in the desert
far from normal human contact and civilization. God’s
purpose for his life dictated even the minutest details
of how he would dress and eat, since he had to dress
in rough animal skin and eat the vegetarian food of
locusts and wild honey. He adopted a lifestyle that
would enhance his calling in life. He did not go for any
unnecessary trappings that would weigh him down or
encumber his life. To discern what God is calling us to
be we need to cultivate some sort of desert in our
lives where we can listen to God. We need to make
Samuel's words to the Lord, “Speak, your servant is
listening ” (1 Samuel 3;10) part of our daily prayer.
And, to be faithful to the call of God, we need the
courage and discipline to keep away from any choice
of association or lifestyle that does not help us along
the path to which God has called us. John is great
today not just because God called him to a special
vocation but because he walked faithfully in the path
that leads to the goal that God had set for him.

The neighborhood in which John was born did not
help him to realize his divine calling. In fact they
wanted to prevent John from receiving his God-given
name and identity. They wanted to give him his
father's name “Zachary.” They objected to his being
named John because “None of your relatives has
this name " (Luke 1:61). For them what a child can be
is determined by what his family and lineage has
been. Their dream of a wonderful future for the child is
limited by his family background. But God’s dream for
us far exceeds anything that has been in our family
background. Carey Landry was on target when he
sang, “The dream | have today, my Lord, is only a
shadow of your dreams for me.” Our life’s work is to
wake up and make God’s glorious dream for us a
reality.

As we celebrate the birth of John the Baptist and read
the marvelous story of how he got his God-given
name, let us ask ourselves: If | am now to receive a
new name, a name that represents my God-given
identity and calling in life, what would that name be? If
you do not know your God-given name, the name
which represents all that God sent you into the world
to be and to accomplish, then it is time to find out by
listening in prayer. This is because our greatness as
children of God, like the greatness of John the Baptist,
consists in discovering what God has created us to be
and living out the demands of that call without
compromise.



