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July 8, 2012    CHURCH BULLETIN 28/2012 
 

14
th

 SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

Readings:  Ez 2.2-5  2Cor 12.7-10  Mk 6.1-6 

Resp. Psalm: „Our eyes look to the Lord, 
    until he has mercy upon us.” (Ps 123) 

WE OFFER THE HOLY MASS FOR: 

9:00 +Nagy Fodor Éva (N.Z.) 
+Péter (édesanyja) 

10:30 az egyházközség (plébános) 
egészsége feljavulása (Pálinkás Pál) 

felgyógyulásért imádkozókért, hálából 
(Poroszlai Erzsébet) 

Gilice Éva felgyógyulása (édesanyja) 
Mária Kongregáció élő és elhunyt tagjai (MK) 
+szeretteik  (Erzsébet és Ilona) 
+Hab Irén (leánya és családja) 
+Koszonits Imre, 2. évf. (felesége és családja) 
+Palics Józsefné (Erzsi és családja) 
+szülők és testvérek (Erzsi és családja) 
+felesége, Margit (Lajos Feri) 
+dr. Tukacs Béla (Farkas László felesége és cs.) 
+Bogyay Helen (Fust Csilla és Ernő) 
+Cser Erzsi és +Magyar Margit  

(Sztanyó László és Mária)  

Monday (9) St. Augustine Zhao Rong & 

companions 
7:30 the intention of the Jesuit General   

+Patrick Quish  

Tuesday (10)  
7:30 wellbeing of Kitty Quish 

our deceased Jesuits 

Wednesday (11) Saint Benedict 
7:30 Jesuit vocations 
7 PM a magyar politikai élet megtisztulása 

+Szabó Margit (Hári család) 
+Koszonits Imre, 2. évf. (felesége és családja) 

Thursday (12)  
7:30 Etelka and Pál 
7 PM the funeral Mass of +Sajben Sára 

Friday (13) Saint Henry 
7:30 world peace 

Saturday (14) Saint Camillus de Lellis 
7:30 end of abortion 

+Hoffmann Károly and Gizella 
(Kis Imre and family) 

 

Marriage (2): Molnár Csaba & Bitner Adrienne 

Funeral:        Berta Lajos (89) 

 

 

EVENTS 
 Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of 

Toronto and its member agencies are doing the work 
of the Church through its member agencies every 
single day of the year: serving people with special 
needs; children and young people; seniors and 
young parents; and, providing family and community 
services. It's an outreach that is grounded in the 
Gospel and the social teaching of the Church to help 
the most needy among us, while striving to build a 
more just society and safeguard the dignity of every 
person. All of their accomplishments in 2011 could 
not have been achieved without the support of 
ShareLife. To all of you, we offer our thanks. Your 
contribution is very much appreciated. 

 Through the ShareLife Community Challenge, all 
new and increased gifts to the 2012 
ShareLife campaign will be matched!  A generous 
parishioner in the Archdiocese has agreed to match 
up to $650,000 in new and increased contributions to 
the campaign.  Together, as a Catholic community, 
we have an opportunity to respond to this challenge 
and make a significant impact on the work of 
our agencies.  Make a sacrificial gift to the campaign 
today – You Can Work Wonders! 

 Directed privat retreat - During the week of July 
22-29 come to rest, renew, pray, worship,  and grow.  
The retreat house (Queen of Apostles Renewal 
Centre, Mississauga) is in silence and you are invited 
into this peaceful stillness for a couple of days or for 
the week. Further informations: 905-278-5229 or 
ksmith@qoa.ca. 

 Two employment opportunities with the 
Archdiocese of Toronto – see details on our bulletin 
board. 
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Jesus could work no miracle 

because they rejected him 
by Fr. Tommy Lane 

 

When you look at how people responded to God in 
the Old Testament the picture is pretty bleak. Very 
often they did not respond in faith to God’s word. 
Each time we see a faithless response on someone’s 
part to God’s word we also see that in the long term it 
brings its own punishment. It really doesn’t pay to go 
against God even if at the time it seems to be great 
fun. And we also see that it pains God when we do 
not respond to his word and reject it. 

The faithless response to God began with the first 
couple. Eve disbelieved God and believed the 
serpent instead and ate the fruit of the tree. The 
punishment it brought on Adam and Eve was death 
instead of immortality and banishment from the 
Garden of Eden. Sin continued to grow so much that 
the world was full of wickedness. Only one family 
was good, Noah’s family, and they were saved from 
the flood. We see the pain the rejection of God’s 
word caused him; in Gen 6:6 we read, “God regretted 
having made man on the earth and his heart 
grieved.” 

It was like a new creation after the flood but once 
again sin began to increase and eventually people’s 
pride led to disaster, this time they were divided into 
different languages after the tower of Babel. 
Unfortunately this faithless response to God 
continues right through the Old Testament. You 
would think that after the Miracle of the Sea at the 
Exodus, as the people left Egypt on dry ground 
where the sea had been, they would respond in faith. 
But no, when the first trial came they complained and 
wanted to return to Egypt. 

Then when they entered Canaan, the Promised 
Land, after a while they began to ask for a king over 
them. It was a lack of trust in God’s leadership of 
them. Again this brought a punishment because with 
only a few exceptions most of the kings of Israel 
were not good leaders and their country sank lower 
all the time. God continually called prophets to speak 
his word to them but unfortunately only a handful 
listened to his prophets. It is no wonder that in the 
first reading today God called the Israelites a set of 
rebels (Ezek 2:5). A great punishment befell them, 
they were captured and taken as slaves to Babylon 
for about 50 years. They saw it as a punishment for 
sin. 

That rejection of God’s word continues into the New 
Testament. Before Stephen was stoned to death he 
said to his listeners, “You stubborn people with your 
pagan hearts and pagan ears. You are always 
resisting the Holy Spirit, just as your ancestors used 
to do.” (Acts 7:51) As they stoned Stephen, a young 

man named Saul watched. It would take a blinding 
light and revelation from heaven before Saul could 
accept the word of God. Luke 19:41 tells us that as 
Jesus entered Jerusalem for the last time he cried 
because they did not recognize the time of their 
salvation. 

In the Gospel today (Mark 6:1-6) we see the people 
of Nazareth rejecting Jesus. They made up every 
excuse to reject him, they know his mother and they 
know his cousins (in the Gospel text it says they 
know his brothers James and Josef and Jude and 
Simon and his sisters but we understand this to 
mean his cousins. In the language of that time 
anyone in your clan would be called your brother. 
Remember that since the early centuries of the 
Church we have believed that Mary was ever-Virgin). 
It is sad but true that sometimes someone who has 
rejected the word of God will make up any excuse in 
order not to open his/her heart to God. Again in 
Nazareth, the rejection of God brings a punishment; 
Jesus could work no miracle there, though he cured 
a few sick people. He was amazed at their lack of 
faith (Mark 6:5-6). 

There is an independent streak in humanity, wanting 
to go on our own, without God. It is really an element 
of pride that is in humanity, thinking that we are God 
and forgetting that we are God’s creatures and not 
God. But the Bible teaches us that each time 
humanity tried to go on its own without God we only 
hurt ourselves. It really doesn’t pay to go against God 
even if at the time it seems to be great fun. And we 
also see that it pains God when we do not respond to 
his word and we reject it. And what is sad is that very 
often it seems that people were actually blind to the 
fact that they were turning their backs on God. If they 
were blind to the fact that they were turning against 
God that begs the question, “Could we also be blind 
to the fact that we are in some way turning our backs 
on God?” 

I see our first reading (Ezek 2:2-5) and Gospel today 
(Mark 6:1-6) calling us to repentance. I think we 
could say that since the time of the flood there has 
never been a time with so much sin as our time. If we 
are proud we will say that we have no sins and we’re 
okay, but if we have humility we will see into the 
depths of our soul and recognize our poverty before 
God and our need of his redemption and salvation 
and healing. Jesus is always waiting to respond to 
us, to make us new and whole. 

Saint Paul says in one of his letters that anyone who 
is in Christ is a new creation (2 Cor 5:17). In Phil 2:5 
Paul writes, “Make your own the mind of Christ 
Jesus.” In Nazareth Jesus could work no miracles 
because of their lack of faith. We pray for the grace 
to respond to God’s word in humility and lay aside 
our pride so that Jesus can work miracles in our 
lives. 


