Saint Elizabeth of Hungary Roman Catholic Church

432 Sheppard Ave. East, Toronto, Ont. M2N 3B7 - Tel: 416-225-3300x21 Fax: 416-225-3814
E-mail: szte.iroda@gmail.com, szte.plebanos@gmail.com - Web page: szenterzsebet.org
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Readings: Deut 4.1-2, 6-8 [ James 1.17-18,
21-22, 27 Mk 7.1-8, 14-15, 21-23
Resp. Psalm: , O Lord, who may abide in your tent?”
(Ps. 15)

WE OFFER THE HOLY MASS FOR:
9:00 Steve Orbe
+Matés Erné (fiai, Miklos és Ervin)
+Gabriel Joseph Leung (Patricia Lim)
10:30 az egyhazkdzség (plébanos)
gyermekei hazassagi évforduldjan (szulbék)
fia és unokdja szuletésnapja (csalad)
unokai sziletésnapja (Bonnayné)
Hock Eva (Magdi)
Maria Kongregacioé él6 és elhunyt tagjai (MK)
+Ferenc dccse és +szilei (Erzsi)
+Kistoth Istvan (Farkas Agnes és csaladja)
+Csernik Erzsébet és +gyermekei (Forrai csalad)
+Szakolcai Gusztav (csaladja)
+Majzik Gyula (felesége és csaladja)
Monday (3) Saint Gregory the Great
7:30 Dblessings on Fr. Ervin Nemesszeghy
our Jesuit provincial’s intention
good school start and a successful school year
+Fr. Robitaille
+Gabriel Joseph Leung (Patricia Lim)
Tuesday (4) Blessed Dina Bélanger
7:30 healing of Ken Muto
blessings and wellbeing of Fr. Béla Somfai
the conversion of atheists and non believers
+Gabriel Joseph Leung (Patricia Lim)
Wednesday (5)
7:30 blessings on Fr. Csaba
the conversion of sinners
+Fr. Joseph Maté and +Fr. Joe Fulop
+Julie Tellis
+Gabriel Joseph Leung (Patricia Lim)
7 PM béke a Karpatmedencében
Thursday (6)
7:30 blessings on Fr. Szabolcs Sajgé
Etelka and Pal
our benefactors (the Jesuits)
+Fr. Cyril Robitaille
+Gabriel Joseph Leung (Patricia Lim)

Office hours: Tuesday to Saturday 9:30 to 3:30 (Saturdays closed during Summer),
Sunday 10 to 1 (Summer 10-12)
Masses: Monday to Saturday at 7.30 AM in English
Sundays at 9 and 10.30 in Hungarian, at 12 bilingual (except in Summer)

Jesuit priests: Szabolcs J. Sajg6 (pastor), Laszlé Marosfalvy (associate pastor), Balazs Jaschko (retired)
Office Staff: Julius Gaspar, Gabor Rochlitz, Anna Szarics
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Friday (7) Sts. Stephen Pongracz, Melchior
Grodziecki and Mark Kérési, martyrs of Kassa
7:30 blessings on Fr. Laszl6 Marosfalvy

the Holy Father’s missionary intention
+Gabriel Joseph Leung (Patricia Lim)
7 PM +Ronge Alajos, on his birthday

(his sister, Bokrossy Irén)
the souls suffering in purgatory (Szendi Ica)
Saturday (8) Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
7:30 blessings on Fr. Balazs Jaschké

the Holy Father’s general intention
+Gabriel Joseph Leung (Patricia Lim)

The Holy Father’s prayer intentions for September
General: That politicians may always act with
honesty, integrity, and love for the truth.

Missionary: That Christian communities may have a
growing willingness to send missionaries, priests,
and lay people, along with concrete resources, to
the poorest Churches.

Baptism: De Rose Kayla, Petho Kristopher
Funeral: Karadi Gabriella (103)

Marriage(1): Kenedi Andras & Biniola Eileen,
Hargitai Tamas & Avakem Maryam

EVENTS

September 8 Registration of Hungarian School and
Kindergarten « Trip of the Altarboys and Youth Club
(African Lion Safari) 15 Registration of Scouts

< First regular day of Hungarian School,
Kindergarten, and Scouts % Veni Sancte student’s
Mass at 11:45 a.m. 16 Langos sale of the Altar Boys
and Youth Club 22 First Communon classes restart at
1 p.m. 23 Fundraising lunch of Caritas.

% The next Come and Adore the Lord Mini Retreat
will take place on September 8. See details on our
bulletin board.
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< Please take a moment and respond to this survey by
contacting the pastor, Fr. Sajgé. We are considering to
cancel the 12 o’clock Mass for many reasons: the
translation of the Hungarian liturgy is projected on the
big screen in English; the youth choir is unable to
continue its ministry; considering the number of Mass
attendees, two Sunday masses are enough; the
shortage of priests; shifting the 10.30 Mass to 11.00
would ease the parking problems, etc. What do you
think?

Purity of heart
by Fr John Speekman

What a wonderful thing it would be if we could wash our
sins away in the shower; if we could become pure in
God’s eyes with the right kind of soap! Unfortunately,
even the ‘deep-cleansing’ concoctions which teenagers
use to rid themselves of troublesome skin problems just
won’t reach down deep enough to get rid of sin.

The Pharisees and Scribes of today’s gospel were pre-
occupied with ritual purity which centered on the
external action of ritual washing. This involved a
complicated washing of fingers, hands and arms
according to tedious regulations which sometimes
became laughable in their solemn trivial-mindedness.

As the gospel says: The Pharisees, and the Jews in
general, follow the tradition of the elders and never eat
without washing their arms as far as the elbow; and on
returning from the market place they never eat without
first sprinkling themselves.

There’s something sadly amusing about that phrase
'sprinkling themselves' chosen by the translators of the
Jerusalem Bible. Others put it more kindly as 'purifying
themselves'. In any case, this concern for purity
embraced the washing of cups and pots and bronze
dishes, as well as cutlery and even beds.

So these Pharisees and Scribes asked Jesus: Why do
your disciples not respect the tradition of the elders but
eat their food with unclean hands? When you've been
doing something for many years you somehow cease
being able to imagine that it might not be right, or no
longer appropriate.

Well, before we go to Jesus’ response we have to
understand a little more of these ‘traditions of the
elders’ and why he found them so reprehensible. The
truth is that they were not God’s laws but man’s laws.
They had begun, as with most religious abuses, from a
good intention; they were intended to bring the ordinary
activities of human existence into the realm of
worshipping God. In other words, they were meant to
‘sanctify’ or ‘make holy’ the everyday household
activities as acts which praised God.

However, like the trimmings on the Rosary, these
regulations grew and grew, until they actually became
impossible for an ordinary Jew to fully observe. Only the
idle rich had the time and money to do so and gradually
a ‘them’ and ‘us’ mentality developed among the
Pharisees and Scribes. Because they kept the
‘traditions of the elders’ they thought themselves
righteous in God’s eyes, whereas the ‘others’ were not.

Jesus found this attitude entirely repugnant and
exclaimed: This people honors me only with lip-service,
while their hearts are far from me. The worship they
offer me is worthless, the doctrines they teach are only
human regulations. You put aside the commandment of
God to cling to human traditions.

Significantly, Jesus called the people to him. The
teachers of the Law had failed the people and so now
he fulfils the prophecy - they will all be taught by God
(John 6:45) - and tells them: Listen to me, all of you,
and understand. Nothing that goes into a man from
outside can make him unclean; it is the things that come
out of a man that make him unclean. For it is from
within, from men's hearts, that evil intentions emerge:
fornication, theft, murder, adultery, avarice, malice,
deceit, indecency, envy, slander, pride, folly. All these
evil things come from within and make a man unclean.

Through this teaching Jesus placed purity and
righteousness back within the reach of the 'little man’, of
every human being, even pagans. A similar motive
caused him to clear the Temple in Jerusalem of all the
trading and money-changing that was happening there
in the Court of the Gentiles, the Outer Court. Jesus
wanted the Temple to be a place of prayer for every
human being but the traders had deprived the Gentiles
of this quiet place of prayer as they had deprived the
poor of the possibility of righteousness. Prayer, like
cleanliness of the heart, is possible for everyone. Ritual
cleanliness was possible only for the rich and the idle.

Moreover, Jesus showed the Pharisees and the Scribes
that their cleanliness was really no cleanliness at all.
They had external cleanliness which did not reach their
inner selves. Naturally, they did not like to hear this.

If all sin comes from the heart, from our inner selves,
then the battleground of the spiritual life must also be
the human heart. If we are to have peace, love,
forgiveness, purity, faithfulness and so on in the world,
we need to have peace, love, forgiveness, purity,
faithfulness and so on in our hearts.

Any external actions we do, even actions that are good
in themselves, if they do not have their origin in good
hearts, make us hypocrites and corrupt our hearts even
further. That was what was wrong with the Pharisees.
They were like the smile of an air hostess | once saw —
a ‘paid’ smile, with no joy behind it. Jesus said: This
people honors me only with lip service, while their
hearts are far from me.

Clearly, to be considered good in the eyes of Jesus our
good actions must come from good hearts; we must be
converted in our hearts. How do we do this? You
already know the answer to that question but I'll remind
you.

Faithfulness to Sunday Mass, our great act of worship
of God, must always come first. Then — a good life,
regular confession, daily prayer, a little penance, study
of the faith, perseverance. Conversion of heart usually
takes time and effort but God’s merciful help is always
waiting for us. His grace can get down into those ‘hard
to reach’ places within us, and give us a purity and
beauty which only he can bestow.



